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OPINIONS

S ON ;
SANGITHAMRTHA NIDHI

RAJA RAJESWARA SETHUPATHI, The Rajab of Remnad,
i Diated, Woodlands, Royapetiah, Hm# 12, 1926.

I am grateful to you for sending me a copy of your very inter-
esting book “SANGITHAMRTHA NIDHL" 1 went through
it and I find it extremely wseful particulaMly to those who are
learmiug mosic, © 1t is impossible te have a better guide for those
wha learn instrumental music chiefly, T have passed the copy to
my daughter who is learning both vislin and harmonium. She
assures me that she finds it extremely helpfol. 1am. glad you
undertook this praiseworthy work in furtherance of spreading the
‘rue ancient Indian music, 1 teust this will ln-eﬂu- first of a series
of publications yet to follow. Tn this country where genuine
Academies do not exist, such enterprise on the part of |nd11ruiua]i

cannot too highly be commended.
i - = [l & & L

Mrs. M. E. COUSINS, B, Mus., Honsrary Secretary, _
Women's Indian dssociation,
Dated, Adyar, Hadras, Hw:.h ", 1928,

* Thank yourfor the book en music you have mut me, [ like jts
tone and get up, Tt is well printed and looks to me as if it were
practically arranged. 1 also like the modest expression of its
preface, 1 think it ought to be very useful, for such books are
quite pecessary for the sensible revival of mosic here, .

- -| ow = L B i

I'wish the book all success. T

: P85,
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M.R.Ry. RAJAGOPALAIYAR Avl., Samgitha Vithwan,
Dated, Mannargudi, March 17, 1926.

L L * L ) & y

By writing this book you bave certainly done much good to the
cause of our national art and to the people who are much inferested
with music. In these days of national awakening such treatiges
on music are desiderata ; and this book deserves to be placed in
the hands of every lover and beginner of music.

The lessons are graded and well arranged, You have given
a variety of songsin the 3rd part and they are rendeted Lo Swasims
in a tolerably good manner for a beginner to learn. Even though
you have followed the footsteps of some of the premiar writers on
music yoar book leaves nothing to be desired.

I wich to suggest one thing ic., the theoritical portwm [up to
112 pages) may be presented to the pupils in a separate book and
the ather portions in another volume.

In conclusion . u d . y o
and pray that He may give you strength and will to brng out
more publications of this sort,



Opinions —{Continued ).

H. 4. Popley, Esq., Anthor of *' The Husic of India.”
Dated, Madura, Harch 23, I.'Fl‘.i'-ﬁ

- b 3 L I L i

Sach books are very urgently needed.

® " L L4 L i

. I trust that the book will have a good sale and that pepole
will appreciate the efforts that you are making.

_l.l-q.l-.'hl-u-n

The Hor'ble Mr, Jusiice M. D). Devadoss.
Dated, Bylvan Lodge, Mylapore, Gth M.::J.l, 1926,

E ] L ] L] & L 3

As is well known the Science of Indian Music is a closed
book toall but a few and it is enly by application for years that
one could acquire a passable knowledge of it gon 8
The practice of music has been mainly confined to a class which
has not a good reputation. Music should be studied and prac-
tised by all ladies and your Book is sure to make the stody of -
music popular and easy. Your book implements a real want apd
I am sver it will be received b}' the public with Plllﬁlll'l! and

thankfulness,
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INTRODUCTION,

We have boen asked to write an Introduction to ™ SANGL-
THAMETHA N1DHI " and we do so with great pleasure. 'We
have carefully examined the book, which shows sustained study
and research, oa the part of the author, of the literature available
on South Indian Music, We find the who'e subject, both Theory
and Practice of Music, treated in a regular nnd systematic mannes
following the mode] of Science Text Books and written in simple
and chaste Tamil. The origin of Swaras, Ruges and Talas and
their importance in music have been explained in a commendably
simple and lucid manner. Some Important rules of Music not
genenally known. such as Vadhi and dnvvadhi Swaras, the reli-
tive magnitude {vibration numbers) of the 12 Swaras in gemeral
use, the relation between the 72 Malskarths Ragas and 32
Purvika ragas have also been dealt with,

We wish further to invite particular attention to some of
the valuable features in Part T of the book. They are:—

1. The exhibition in one sheot of the different attiributes
of the 72 Parent Ragas (Page. 23 ;

2. The Appendix giving drokana and dvarohans Swares
of & large number of Janaye ragas in use in Southem
India, the ragas being arranged in alphabetical order
for rzady reference (pages 29 to 75);



% The lndex 1o the above mentioned Appendix (pages
78 to BG) ;

4. The section on dlanbara in which all the 33 lalas
are illustrated (puges 132 1o 144 Pant 1y; any

3 The instruction fegarding the wse of the Harmouium
and Violin, which is Woutmest importance 1o
teachers and studengs,

As regards Parts 1) gy Wl which deal wiih Lie:
practice ot Music, we have 1o obvserve thay as g lutfod ugiury
note to each Getham, Fiarnam, g ele, the author has Eivil
the charactenstics of the related FREdS dnd faias 50 that frog
the beginning the corrac PRBCUCe of music may be noted woy
tollowed ; as experience shows that the correct Practice 15 neg-
lected by the majonty of teachers of music gf the present day,

help to students but wil] alsu conler real benehit op leachers gf
music and enable them 1o mculcate the principles of music b
the rising gpeneration iy g methadical style abandoniy, once jor
all the present  empiric syatem.  We feel o duubr (b
this mstroctive * First Book oo south Indjg Music,”  whick
sapplies a real want, wilj be apprecated by all Tamiligns,

k. G, RANDASWAML, b, 5,0,
Hegh Cosrt Vakal,

Mabras
' 1 . L. N. SUNDER SINGH,
Febwnary 70, 1926, ) Sanyita Vidwan,



FREFACE,

It will generally be conceded that the study of MNational
Music should occupy a front place in the curriculum of all
Scheols ; nor can it be denied that in Southern India, of which
the author can speak with some knowledge, the art itself is
gradually decaying from want of patronage. The very limited
music world and the dizcerning public appear, however, now to
have awakened to a sense of their reponsibility and are making

efferts to revive the National Music by appealing to the author-
ties for assistance and encon ragernent.

With a fervent desire 1o contribute his bit to the revival, the
author ventures to submit in Tamil, as a Brst Book on South
Indian Music, this small treatise compiled from various sourced
and of these he wishes to make special mentiou of those two
treasures of Indian Music in English, viz .—

(1) The Music and Mxsical Instroments of South India and
Deccan by Qapt, (0. R, Day dedicated to H. B.H. the
Duke of Cannaupght and Strathearn and

(#) The Music of India by H. . Popley, B. 4.

and the series of valuable books written in Telugu by the
iate Vidwans T, Singara Charyulu and Brother, KHke Swara
Manjan, Gayakaparijatam, Sangitakala Nidhi and Gayakalochana,
which are beld in high estimation by all Telugu knowing lovers
of Music,

The object kept 1n view is to induce 2 systematic and scien-
tilic study of South Indizn Music not only by students but alse
by all Jovers of music and for this reason the chief CHmponent
parts of the sclence which are the Swgray, Ragas and Talss
have been dealt with at length  but in as simple and easy a
FIARNCE 5 1S consistent with their importance even at the risk of
repelition, so that the mind of the beginmer might be imbued
WIlL & woiieel suowledpe of the bass oo which musg i [ounded,



vi

The book is  divided into three parts, Part 1, treafs of the
theory of music with which every student of music shoyld get
himself acquainted, while the remaining two parts deal with the
practice of music. Part 11, contains the vsual time hongured
Saralis, Githams, Alankarams, Varnams, ete. In Part [I]
popular and easy songs set 0 music in Qheoka and Morddbya
kalas (time limits) are given. In both these parts before each
song a bef note on the charcteristics of the concerned Ragas
and Talas 15 given, in order that, from the beginning the correct
practice of the songs may be ensured and facilitated,

The book is not intended for and dows not oJaim iy pretin.
tion to the teaching of advaneed music; and therefore, for senior
students the author recommends Sungitha Ratnavalli, Sangitha
Rasarnavam and other excellent works of Professer K, V. Srin;.

vasa Iyengar, who has set 1o elegant music the songs of Thiyaga-
raja Swamigal and other Ereat Saints and Masters of Mysic

It is hoped that this book may be a useful help as mych Ly
to the rising generation of both sexes as to the present-day
teachers of musie both in homes and schoals,

All suggestions for the improvement of the matter deals wit
in the book will be very thankfully received,

AUTHOR,

Mapkas, }
Febritary 3, 1926,
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